ZINNIA

Zinnia elegans Asteraceae

ECHO® PLANT INFORMATION SHEET

Description

Zinnias are a bushy annual with showy flowers up to 1.4 m in height. The plants are mainly grown as an ornamental but also serve as a companion
plant to attract pollinators and beneficial insects.

Origin

Mexico

Uses

Zinnias can be planted around and in garden beds to attract beneficial insects. They are an excellent companion plant and are often grown for sale as
cut flowers.

Common Names

Cultivation

e Elevation:

e Rainfall:

e Soil Types: grows in a variety of soils
e Temperature:

e Light: full sun

Zinnia is a warm weather annual and grows best in a hot dry season. It will flower more as the days shorten. It is insect pollinated. Plant 15-45 cm apart
for cut flower production. For companion planting, they can be scattered around the edge of plots. Zinnia is generally propagated by seed. Pinch off
side branches to produce larger flowers and remove dead flowers to prolong the flowering period.

Harvesting and Seed Production
Cut the dry brown flower heads and remove the seeds from the center. Remove chaff. Spread out the seeds and dry them before storage.

Pests and Diseases

Bud worms and grasshoppers can damage flowers, while Japanese beetles and thrips damage foliage. Zinnia is susceptible to powdery mildew and
alternaria leaf spot. Various bacterial and viral diseases may also occur. Infected plants should be removed from plots.
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